
 -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  --  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  --  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  --  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  --  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  --  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  --  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  --  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  - 
Contact January 2014 First State RC, Newcastle, DE   Page 1 of 5 

AMA #1256 
2014 Club Officers 
President: Ron Becker 
VP: Chet Thayer 
Treasurer: John Gardiner 
Secretary: Mike Hunter 
Editor: Tim Mihalski 
District IV AVP: John Kirchstein 

Volume 41   Issue 1                 JANUARY 2014  
                          
 

UNOFFICIAL DECEMBER MEETING 
MINUTES  
A December Club meeting was not held… 
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2014 CLUB DUES REMINDER 
except from the Club by-laws…. 
ARTICLE 8: DUES  

1. The annual dues to be paid to the Club shall be determined 
by the Club officers with the approval of a simple majority 
vote. Dues are non-refundable, except under extraordinary 
circumstances, which will be determined by the Board of 
Directors on a case-by case basis. Dues are to be paid no 
later than the January Club meeting.  

2. All new members are to be assessed a $10.00 initiation fee 
upon their acceptance. The initiation fee is not refundable. 
A.M.A. Youth members (age 19 or younger) are exempt 
from this fee.  

3. Dues are $65.00 per year for A.M.A. Open members and 
$25.00 for A.M.A. Youth members (those not 19 by July 
1). Members age 65 or older by July 1 will be assessed 
$50.00. No dues are assessed for Youth members when a 
parent or guardian holds an Open Club membership.  

4. All dues are payable in advance by November 30 of each 
year. Members who do not pay their dues by December 31 
will be listed in the January newsletter. Any members who 
do not pay their dues by January 31 will be dropped from 
the Club membership.  

5. Dues for new members joining prior to September 1 will be 
for the full year amount. Dues for members joining after 
September 1 will be prorated at $6.00 per month for each 
month remaining in that year.  

6. Members dropped from the Club for non-payment of dues 
may be reinstated after paying the annual dues plus the 
$10.00 late fee.  

7. The Club can secure an A.M.A. membership for new 
members if they wish for the additional A.M.A. 
membership cost.  

2014 CLUB DUES REMINDER continued… 
8. No special assessment shall be levied upon the Club 

membership, unless it is approved by a vote of two-thirds 
(2/3) majority of the members present at the regular 
monthly meeting, and the members have been given five 
(5) days prior notice along with an explanation of the 
assessment.  

Mail to John Gardiner, 108 Weldin Park Drive, Wilmington, DE 
19803 
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2014 CLUB MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL  
except from the Club by-laws…. 
ARTICLE 8: DUES  

4. All dues are payable in advance by November 30 of 
each year. Members who do not pay their dues by 
December 31 will be listed in the January 
newsletter. Any members who do not pay their dues 
by January 31 will be dropped from the Club 
membership.  
 

Listed below are the unpaid members. 
Ronald L. Abel Regular Member 
David A. Ashby Regular Member 
Ron Becker Regular Member SINCE PAID 
Zack Rossi Family Member SINCE PAID 
Joe Berry Senior Member SINCE PAID 
Kim Brown Regular Member 
Buckley Brown Family Member 
Carl Carasino Regular Member SINCE PAID 
Carl A Czajczynski Senior Member 
David A. McCluney Regular Member 
Patrick McCauley Regular Member 
William C. Newton, Jr. Regular Member 
Virgil Prugh, Jr. Regular Member 
Virgil Prugh , III Family Member 
Michael Sobieski Regular Member 
Carl Witt, Jr. Regular Member 
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 Established 1973 
              http://www.firststaterc.org 
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Newsletter Submission Policy 
 Submission must be in by the end of the month to be 
included in the next month’s issue.  I would be happy to include 
submissions such as but not limited to; Kit, Engine, Radio 
reviews, funny or dramatic incidents at the field, items for sale, 
aviation articles, both model and full scale, pictures of your latest 
creation. Member profiles, etc. 
FOR SUBMISSIONS, COMPLAINTS, OR COMMENTS 
 Tim Mihalski, Editor 
 302-239-7330 
 My E-Mail Address: 
 mihalski@comcast.net 

<> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> 
 

 
 

January 11th… Craig Reynolds 
January 17th… David McCluney 
January 19th… Ralph McCafferty 
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The Prez says….. 
 As I write this it is 6 F outside with a wind chill of -14 F.  I 
am glad that we had the freeze fly before this weather set in.  
There was a point in time when I might have considered flying in 
weather like this but with age comes wisdom so there is not 
chance at all for me flying in this weather.  As a matter of fact the 
temperature at which I fly keeps moving up each and every year. 
Right now I have a lower temperature limit of 40F with a light 
wind rule as well.  I suspect in the next couple of years this will 
move up to 45F.  Things are always changing, we adapt to our 
surroundings and yes, our age as well. 
 Speaking of adapting, our Club is adapting as well.  Over the 
past year or so our monthly meetings have had attendance issues- 
we typically have been getting about 7-8 people to the meetings, 
this includes the Officers.  We had a few discussions about the 
meetings and it became clear that we do not need to have monthly 
meetings as we had before.  Our meeting schedule is in flux but 
right now it looks like we will have 3-4 meetings between 
September and April that will be held at the VFW.  I would like to 
hold at least 2 meeting at the field on Saturdays during the flying 
season.  We had one meeting at the field this Summer and if you 
were at the field there was no choice but to attend.     
 At this point in time I do feel that the need for regularly 
scheduled meeting is not there.  We can handle most items that 
come up at the field, when most folks are there.  If we need a 
special meeting for a critical topic we can still have one.   Since 
we do not have a lot of controversy in our Club our meetings have 
tended to be straight forward.  This is a good thing. 
 We have a couple of members who have set up a couple of 
social media sites for us (Facebook and Yahoo Groups) but we 
have not had much activity on them.  Not a bad thing or a good 
thing, I think it just goes to show that we are fairly content with 
the Club and field.  
 If you have any thoughts about meeting frequency please be 
sure to let me know.  You will see me at the field when it is 40F. 
Ron
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Saab 21 
Source: From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 
Role: Fighter and attack aircraft 
Manufacturer: SAAB 
Designer: Frid Wänström [1] 
First flight: 30 July 1943 
Introduction: 1 December 1945 
Retired: 23 July 1954 
Primary user: Swedish Air Force 
Produced: 1945-1949 
Number built: 298 
Variants: Saab 21R 
 The SAAB 21 was a Swedish fighter/attack aircraft from 
SAAB that first took to the air in 1943. It was described as a very 
efficient weapons platform. It was designed as a twin boom 
pusher configuration, where the propeller is mounted in the rear of 
the fuselage, pushing the aircraft forward. 
Design and development 
 Sweden wished to ensure its continued neutrality through a 
policy of armed strength during World War II but were effectively 
denied access to foreign weapons. The original design studies 
began in 1939, based around the use of a "buried" Bristol Taurus 
engine. The project remained dormant until 1941. In response to 
the need for air defence, and faced with the prospect of imported 
designs being unavailable due to the war, Sweden undertook an 
indigenous rearmament programme including an advanced 
fighter. The low-wing monoplane Saab 21 fighter was ultimately 
designed around a license-produced version of the Daimler-Benz 
DB 605B engine, featured innovations such as tricycle landing 
gear, heavy forward-firing armament, ejector seat, and a twin-
boom pusher layout that later allowed the type to be modified 
with a turbojet engine. 
 The advantages of a pusher design, are that the view forward 
is unobstructed and armament can be concentrated in the nose, 
while a major drawback is difficulty in escaping from the aircraft 
in an emergency, as the pilot could get drawn into the propeller 
blades. SAAB deliberated between systems that would eject the 
pilot, or jettison the propeller or the engine, (via a system of 
explosive bolts). and eventually installed an early ejector seat 
developed by Bofors for the purpose and tested in 1943. 
 In 1947, the aircraft was extensively redesigned with over 
50% airframe, tailplane and wing changes and fitted with a de 
Havilland Goblin turbojet, acquiring the new designation Saab J 
21R. 
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Operational history 
 The first of three J 21 prototypes flew on 30 July 1943 flown 
by SAAB test pilot Claes Smith. During the takeoff, the wrong 
flap setting resulted in the prototype running into a fence at the 
end of the runway, damaging one of the landing gears. The 
subsequent test flight ended with a successful landing on the 
undamaged undercarriage units. 
 A total of 54 J 21A-1 fighters constructed at the main plant 
in Trollhättan were delivered from December 1945, followed by 
124 and 119 examples respectively of the J 21A-2 with revised 
armament and the J 21A-3 fighter-bomber. Utilized mainly in the 
bomber role, the limitation of the design led to a proposed front-
engine replacement, the J 23. An evaluation of the two designs led 
to the decision to retain the J 21 series but to consider the 
modification of the airframe to accommodate a jet engine. While 
production line J 21A series aircraft were first selected for 
conversion, the initial piston-engine version continued in 
production in five series "batches" that were completed in 1948–
1949. In service use, the J 21A was phased out after 1954. 

Variants 
Saab A 21A-3 J 21A-1 First production series of fighter version. 
54 built between 1945 and 1946, retired in 1949. J 21A-2 Second 
and third production series of fighter version (62 aircraft each 
built between 1946 and 1947). Aircraft had better avionics and 
was armed with a Swedish 20 mm gun. Retired between 1953 and 
1954. A 21A-3 First and second production series of attack 
version (66 aircraft each built between 1947 and 1949). Aircraft 
was basically J 21A-2 equipped with bomb aiming sight, was able 
to use two RATO rockets, and was armed with unguided rockets 
and bombs. J 21B Planned version armed with three 20 mm nose 
guns, radar in the starboard boom, improved aerodynamics and 
Daimler-Benz DB 605E or Rolls-Royce Griffon engines. None 
built.  
Operators 
Sweden Swedish Air Force 
Survivors 
Three aircraft are preserved; 
A 21A-3, serial 21286 rebuilt into an A 21R, on permanent static 
display at the Swedish Air Force Museum 
 A 21A-3, serial 21311, on permanent static display as a J 21A-3 
at F 15 Söderhamn Flygmuseum 
 A 21A-3, serial 21364, on permanent static display at the 
Swedish Air Force Museum 
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Specifications (Saab 21A-3) 
Data from "A Fork-Tailed Swede.", Combat Aircraft since 1945 
General characteristics 
 Crew: 1 
 Length: 10.45 m (34 ft 3 in) 
 Wingspan: 11.6 m (38 ft 0 in) 
 Height: 3.97 (13 ft 0 in) 
 Wing area: 22.2 m² (238.87 ft²) 
 Empty weight: 3,250 kg (7,165 lb) 
 Loaded weight: 4,150 kg (9,149 lb) 
 Max. takeoff weight: 4,413 kg (9,730 lb) 
 Powerplant: 1 × Daimler-Benz DB 605B, built by SFA. liquid-
cooled, supercharged, 60° inverted V12 engine, 1,085 kW (1,455 
hp / 1,475 PS) 
Performance 
 Maximum speed: 640 km/h (343 knots, 398 mph) 
 Cruise speed: 495 km/h (265 knots, 308 mph) 
 Range: 750 km (466 mi) 
 Service ceiling: 11,000 m (36,090 ft) 
 Rate of climb: 15 m/s (2,950 ft/min) 
Armament 
 1× 20 mm Hispano-Suiza HS.404 or Bofors cannon 
 2× 13 mm Bofors-built Colt machine guns in the nose 
 2× 13 mm Bofors-built Colt machine guns in the wing 
 Various bombs and rockets 
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Freeze Fly 2014… 
Report from John Gardener: 
 I don’t recall anyone taking pictures.  Attendance was 
around ten flyers with three other members who did not fly.  Wind 
was variable but within a range that flyable.  The wind did 
produce a chill factor that was cold.   



  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  --  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  --  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  --  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  --  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  --  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  --  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  --  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  
Contact January 2014 First State RC Club, Newcastle , DE   Page 4 of 5  

 
The events listed, as well as others, can be found at your AMA's 
Contest Calendar Site on the WWW: go to URL: 
http://www.modelaircraft.org/events/calendar.aspx or the IMAA 
site at http://www.fly-imaa.org/events 
 Others listed are from Club newsletters or flyers 

<> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> <> 

����������		
�� � 
"CABIN FEVER EXPO 2014"  
Model Engineering Show & Auctions 

April 11-13, 2014 
In The Utz Arena (Formerly Toyota Arena) 

York Fairgrounds & Expo Center  
334 Carlisle Ave. York, PA 17404 

Largest Show Of It's Kind In The Country!  
CAMPING AVAILABLE  
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2/2/2014 -- Export, PA (E) RC FLEA MARKET AND 
AUCTION. Site: American Legion Hall. Eugene Binduga CD 
PH: 724/733-8106 Visit: http://www.remarcs.org/auction. From 
Tpk exit 57, follow U.S 22 E 5.6 mi. Take Cozy Inn Cut-off to 
Old Wm. Penn Hwy. Hall is 1 1/4 mi East. Flea Mkt, Auction. 
Frequent raffles: Prize dwgs; Hot food. For information & tables 
contact Gene. Doors open 8am, Adm $3, Tables still $10. 
Sponsor: MURRYSVILLE AREA RC SOCIETY 
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3/8/2014 -- Lebanon, PA 
34TH ANNUAL RC FLEA MARKET. 
Site: Lebanon Expo 80 Rocherty Rd. Larry Leiphart CD PH: 717-
412-8579 Email: info@cpaa.us. Visit: www.cpaa.us. Over 600 
indoor table spaces are available in 41000sq ft. Aisle space $15 
ea, wall space $20 ea. General Admission at door is $8 (830am). 
Advance General Admission tickets are available $7 (830). Call 
Larry. First time renters, email or call Larry before ordering 
space(s). For info, visit website or Larry.  
Sponsor: CENTRAL PENN AEROMODELERS 
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============================================= 
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Until next month, 
      Tim Mihalski, Editor 

 
My E-Mail Address: 
MIHALSKI@COMCAST.NET 
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A mystery aircraft for you to ponder… you can 
read all about this mystery ship in the next issue of 
Contact… 
 

 
  Timothy I. Mihalski, Editor 

  First State R/C AMA # 1256 
  13 Jacqueline Drive 

  Hockessin, DE 19707-1008 

IMPORTANT REMINDERS...  
 
 

01/31/14 Last Date for Club Membership Renewal  
 
02/01/14 Club Membership Late Fee Applies 
 
Monday 07:30 P.M. 02/17/14 Club Meeting @ Stahl Ame rican Legion Post  
 

 


